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December 2016

Dear Antonella,
All of us at Amber Road Tours wish to thank our travelers for another great year!
We appreciate your support and look forward to many adventures ahead.
Andiamo!

Gubbio
The largest Christmas tree in the world, 750 meters high and 450 meters wide, is assembled each
December upon the slopes of Mount Ingino. Fifty volunteers take 1,900 hours to erect the scaffolding
and connect the 28,000 feet of electric cable. It is a green tree, illuminated through a photovoltaic
system.
Gubbio is one of our favorite Umbrian towns! If you've ever wanted
to get a feel of medieval times this is the place. Not much has
changed since the 13th century. Fine cuisine and a great new
lodging experience at the Park Hotel ai Cappuccini combines to
make this a highlight of our Tuscany/Umbria tour.

La leggenda della Befana

La leggenda della Befana
Sweep away the old year and begin anew!
January 6, a sooty old witch called la Befana will take flight
upon her broomstick bearing gifts for all Italian children. She
climbs down chimneys and fills their stockings with coal or
sweets depending on whether they’ve been buoni or cattivi
the past year. Wearing tattered clothes and broken shoes
she’s missing teeth and has an enormous nose.

The legend of la Befana originated thousands of years ago as a pagan agricultural
rite that took place after the winter solstice to celebrate the death and rebirth of
nature. Carbon, used as part of their ritual, was a symbol of fertility. The goddess
Demeter and others were beseeched to fly over the fields guaranteeing an
abundant harvest.

The 2nd century AD Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius proclaimed December 25 as
the festa del sole, whereby for 12 nights (until January 6) a huge oak trunk was
burned to produce carbon necessary for the ritual of procuring favorable omens for the
coming year.

The Christian version of the story tells us that three
wise men stopped to ask an old woman directions to
Bethlehem. They were bearing gifts of gold, incense
and myrrh for the newborn Jesus Christ. Many
people followed them on their journey but the old
woman claimed to be too busy with her housework.
The next day, however, she realized her mistake and
ran after them, still clutching her broom. But it was
too late – the Magi were long gone. Undaunted, the
Befana continues to search every house for the
Christ child, leaving gifts for children along the way.
La Befana vien di notte
con le scarpe tutte rotte
Col cappello alla romana
Viva, viva la Befana!
Ai bambini piccolini porta dolci e regalini
Ai bambini cattivoni, lascia cenere e carboni

Visit our website to book your 2017 tour!
Amber Road Tours Calendar
Campello sul Clitunno, Italy +39-0743-224946 / Charleston, SC USA 843-579-2828

Website | FAQ | Maps | Links | Privacy Policy | Contact Us

